
Cushion Cut Engagement Rings: Shape, Features & 
How to Choose 

 

 

Cushion cut engagement rings are known for their soft shape, rounded corners, and 
balanced sparkle. This diamond cut blends a square or rectangular outline with 
gentle edges, creating a look that feels both classic and refined. It is often chosen 
by individuals who prefer a design that is less sharp than geometric cuts but still 
structured enough to stand out. 

In the United States, cushion cut diamonds remain a popular option because they 
offer a mix of vintage character and modern brilliance. Their appearance can vary 
depending on the faceting style, which allows different levels of sparkle and visual 
depth. 

Understanding cushion cut engagement rings involves looking at how the diamond 
is shaped, how it reflects light, and how its design has evolved over time. This 



guide explains the structure, history, and defining features of cushion cut diamonds 
to help you understand where they fit among other engagement ring styles. 

What Is a Cushion Cut Engagement Ring? 

 
 

A cushion cut engagement ring features a diamond with a square or rectangular 
shape and rounded corners. The outline resembles a softened square, which is why 
it is often described as having a pillow-like appearance. 

Cushion cut diamonds are typically designed using either brilliant or modified 
brilliant faceting patterns. These facets are arranged to reflect light across the 
surface of the stone, producing a balance between sparkle and depth. Compared to 
sharper geometric cuts, the rounded edges give the diamond a smoother and more 
continuous outline. 

Another defining aspect of the cushion cut is its versatility in proportions. Some 
stones appear more square, while others are slightly elongated. This variation 
allows different visual effects depending on how the diamond is cut and set. 

https://stylesbasics.com/types-of-engagement-rings/


The overall look of a cushion cut engagement ring is softer than shapes like 
princess or radiant cuts engagement rings, making it a common choice for those 
who prefer a more subtle and balanced design. 

History of the Cushion Cut Diamond 

The cushion cut diamond has its origins in the early nineteenth century. It evolved 
from an earlier diamond shape known as the Old Mine Cut, which was widely used 
before modern cutting techniques were developed. 

Old Mine Cut diamonds were typically hand cut and designed to perform well 
under candlelight. They featured larger facets and a deeper structure, which created 
a warm and slightly softer type of reflection compared to modern brilliant cuts. 

As diamond cutting technology improved over time, the cushion cut was refined to 
enhance light performance. Modern versions retain the rounded shape of the 
original design but incorporate more precise faceting patterns to increase brilliance. 

Despite these advancements, the cushion cut has maintained its connection to 
vintage jewelry styles. This combination of historical influence and updated cutting 
techniques is one of the reasons it continues to be used in both classic and 
contemporary engagement rings today. 

Key Characteristics of Cushion Cut Diamonds 

Cushion cut diamonds are defined by a combination of soft edges, balanced 
proportions, and distinctive light performance. These features give the cut its 
recognizable appearance and influence how it looks in different engagement ring 
designs. 

https://stylesbasics.com/radiant-cut-engagement-rings/


 

 

Soft Square or Rectangular Shape 

Cushion cut diamonds can appear either square or slightly rectangular depending 
on their proportions. The edges are gently rounded, which creates a softer outline 
compared to sharp geometric cuts. This shape gives the diamond a balanced look 
that works well in both classic and modern settings. 

Rounded Corners 

One of the most defining features of the cushion cut is its rounded corners. These 
soften the overall structure of the diamond and reduce the sharp transitions seen in 
cuts like princess or radiant. The rounded edges also contribute to a smoother 
visual flow, making the diamond appear less rigid. 

Larger Facets 

Cushion cut diamonds often have larger facets compared to many modern cuts. 
These facets reflect light in broader flashes rather than producing extremely fine 



sparkle. This creates a softer and more diffused brilliance that is different from the 
intense sparkle of round or radiant cuts. 

Vintage Inspired Appearance 

Because of its origin in older diamond cuts, the cushion cut is often associated with 
vintage style engagement rings. Even modern versions retain elements of this older 
aesthetic. This makes cushion cut diamonds appealing to individuals who prefer a 
design with historical influence. 

Balanced Light Performance 

Cushion cut diamonds offer a mix of brilliance and depth. While they may not 
produce the same level of sparkle as round brilliant diamonds, they provide a 
combination of light reflection and visual softness that many find appealing. 

Best Settings for Cushion Cut Engagement Rings 

Cushion cut diamonds work well with a variety of engagement ring settings. Their 
rounded corners and versatile proportions allow them to adapt to both simple and 
detailed designs. 

 



 

Solitaire Settings 

A solitaire setting places the cushion cut diamond at the center without additional 
stones. This design highlights the shape and natural characteristics of the diamond. 
It is often chosen for a clean and classic appearance. 

Halo Settings 

Halo settings are especially popular with cushion cut diamonds. A halo of smaller 
diamonds surrounds the center stone, enhancing its overall size and adding extra 
sparkle. This setting also complements the soft outline of the cushion cut by 
reinforcing its shape. 

Hidden Halo Settings 

A hidden halo places smaller diamonds beneath the center stone rather than around 
it. This adds subtle brilliance that becomes visible from different angles. It allows 
the main diamond to remain the focal point while adding additional detail. 

Three Stone Settings 

Three stone designs feature a center cushion cut diamond with smaller side stones. 
These side stones can be tapered baguettes, round diamonds, or other 
complementary shapes. This setting adds balance and visual depth to the ring. 

Bezel Settings 

A bezel setting surrounds the diamond with a thin metal rim. This provides 
additional protection and creates a clean, modern look. The smooth outline of the 
cushion cut works well with the continuous edge of a bezel setting. 

Best Ring Styles for Cushion Cut Diamonds 

Cushion cut diamonds are highly versatile and can be incorporated into different 
engagement ring styles depending on design preferences. 



 

 

Vintage Inspired Rings 

Cushion cut diamonds are commonly used in vintage style engagement rings. 
Details such as milgrain edges, engraved bands, and intricate settings enhance their 
historical character. These elements complement the soft shape of the diamond. 

Romantic Designs 

The rounded edges and gentle proportions of cushion cut diamonds create a softer 
visual impression. This makes them well suited for designs that emphasize 
elegance and subtle detail. Rings with delicate bands or flowing elements often 
enhance this effect. 

Modern Minimalist Styles 

Cushion cut diamonds can also be used in minimalist settings. A simple band with 
limited detailing allows the diamond to stand out while maintaining a clean overall 
look. This approach highlights the natural shape and proportions of the stone. 



Classic Engagement Ring Styles 

Because of their balanced appearance, cushion cut diamonds fit well within 
traditional engagement ring designs. They can be paired with standard prong 
settings or symmetrical layouts to create a timeless look. 

Cushion Cut vs Other Diamond Shapes 

Cushion cut diamonds are often compared with other popular diamond shapes to 
better understand how they differ in sparkle, structure, and overall appearance. 
These comparisons help place cushion cut engagement rings within the broader 
range of diamond styles. 

Cushion Cut vs Round Brilliant 

Round brilliant diamonds are designed to maximize light reflection and typically 
produce the highest level of sparkle. Their perfectly symmetrical shape creates 
consistent brilliance across the entire surface. 

Cushion cut diamonds also offer strong light reflection, but their larger facets 
produce a softer and more diffused sparkle. While round diamonds appear more 
uniform, cushion cuts provide a balance between brilliance and depth with a less 
traditional shape. 

 

Cushion Cut vs Radiant Cut 

Cushion and radiant cuts both use brilliant style faceting, but their shapes create 
different visual effects. Radiant cut diamonds have straighter edges and cropped 
corners, giving them a more structured and geometric appearance. Cushion cut 
diamonds have rounded edges, which create a softer and more fluid outline. 
Radiant cuts typically display sharper sparkle, while cushion cuts offer a slightly 
softer and more blended light performance. 

 

Cushion Cut vs Princess Cut 



Princess cut diamonds are square shaped stones with sharp corners and a modern, 
angular appearance. They are known for strong brilliance and clean lines. Cushion 
cut diamonds differ in their rounded corners and softer structure. This gives them a 
more subtle and less rigid look compared to princess cuts. Both shapes can produce 
strong sparkle, but cushion cuts often appear more traditional, while princess cuts 
feel more contemporary. 

 

Comparison Table 

Diamon
d Shape 

Faceting 
Style 

Sparkle 
Level 

Shape 
Structure 

Durability Key Visual 
Character 

Cushion 
Cut 

Brilliant or 
modified 
brilliant 

High but 
softer 
sparkle 

Square or 
rectangular 
with rounded 
corners 

Good 
durability 

Soft, 
romantic, 
vintage 
inspired look 

Round 
Brilliant 

Brilliant 
facets 

Maximum 
sparkle 

Perfectly 
round 

Very 
durable 

Classic and 
traditional 
appearance 

Radiant 
Cut 

Brilliant 
facets 

Very high 
sparkle 

Square or 
rectangular 
with cropped 
corners 

Strong 
durability 

Structured 
shape with 
strong 
brilliance 

Princess 
Cut 

Brilliant 
facets 

Very high 
sparkle 

Square with 
sharp corners 

Corners 
more 
vulnerable 

Modern and 
angular 
design 

Cushion cut diamonds are often chosen by those who prefer a softer shape while 
still maintaining noticeable brilliance. 

Pros and Cons of Cushion Cut Engagement Rings 



Cushion cut engagement rings offer a combination of vintage character and 
balanced sparkle. However, like any diamond shape, they come with both 
advantages and limitations. 

Advantages 

●​ Soft and Distinct Appearance: The rounded corners create a smooth and 
elegant outline that stands apart from sharper diamond shapes. 

●​ Vintage Appeal: Cushion cuts have a long history and are often associated 
with traditional and antique style engagement rings. 

●​ Good Light Reflection: While not as intense as round brilliant diamonds, 
cushion cuts still provide strong brilliance with a softer visual effect. 

●​ Versatile Design Options: They work well in a variety of settings, including 
halo, solitaire, and vintage inspired designs. 

●​ Can Mask Minor Inclusions: The faceting pattern can help reduce the 
visibility of small inclusions compared to some step cut diamonds. 

Disadvantages 

●​ Less Sparkle Than Round Diamonds: Cushion cuts typically produce a 
softer sparkle compared to round brilliant diamonds. 

●​ Variation in Shape and Cut Quality: There is no single standard for 
cushion cut proportions, so diamonds can vary significantly in appearance. 

●​ May Appear Smaller Face Up: Some cushion cut diamonds are deeper, 
which can make them look slightly smaller from the top compared to other 
shapes of the same carat weight. 

Who Should Choose a Cushion Cut Engagement Ring? 

Cushion cut engagement rings are often selected by individuals who value softness, 
balance, and a connection to traditional design. 



 

 

People Who Prefer Softer Shapes 

The rounded edges of cushion cut diamonds create a less angular appearance. This 
makes them suitable for those who prefer smooth and subtle lines over sharp 
geometry. 

Vintage Style Enthusiasts 

Because of their historical origins, cushion cut diamonds are commonly chosen by 
individuals who appreciate vintage or antique inspired jewelry. 

Those Looking for Balanced Sparkle 

Cushion cuts provide a mix of brilliance and depth. They are ideal for buyers who 
want noticeable sparkle without the intensity of round diamonds. 

Individuals Seeking a Distinct but Classic Look 



Cushion cut diamonds are recognizable but not as common as round diamonds. 
This makes them a suitable option for those who want something slightly different 
while still maintaining a classic feel. 

Buyers Who Want Versatility in Design 

Cushion cut diamonds work well across multiple ring styles, from minimalist to 
detailed settings. This flexibility allows them to adapt to different personal 
preferences. 

How to Choose a Cushion Cut Diamond 

Choosing a cushion cut diamond requires careful attention to proportions, faceting 
style, and overall appearance. Unlike some diamond shapes, cushion cuts can vary 
significantly, so evaluating key factors helps ensure a balanced and visually 
appealing stone. 

 

 

Consider the Length to Width Ratio 



The length to width ratio determines whether the diamond appears square or 
rectangular. 

●​ A ratio close to 1.00 creates a square shape 
●​ Ratios between 1.10 and 1.30 produce a slightly elongated look 

The choice depends on personal preference and how the diamond looks on the 
finger. 

Understand the Faceting Style 

Cushion cut diamonds are available in different faceting styles, which affect how 
they reflect light. 

●​ Standard brilliant cushion offers a balanced sparkle 
●​ Modified cushion may have extra facets that create a more complex pattern 

Some stones show a “crushed ice” appearance, while others display larger, more 
defined flashes of light. Viewing the diamond in person or through high quality 
images can help identify the preferred look. 

Evaluate Cut Quality 

Cut quality influences how well the diamond reflects light. A well cut cushion 
diamond should show consistent brightness without large dark areas. Since cushion 
cuts do not have a universal grading standard like round diamonds, visual 
inspection plays an important role in assessing cut quality. 

Check Clarity and Color 

Cushion cut diamonds tend to hide inclusions reasonably well due to their faceting 
structure. This allows some flexibility when selecting clarity grades while still 
maintaining a clean appearance. Color visibility can vary depending on the 
diamond and setting. Slight warmth may be noticeable in some stones, especially 
in larger sizes or lighter settings. 

Review Depth and Face Up Size 



Some cushion cut diamonds are cut deeper, which can affect how large they appear 
from the top view. Comparing multiple stones of similar carat weight can help 
identify options that offer better visual size. 

View the Diamond in Different Lighting 

Observing the diamond under both natural and indoor lighting conditions helps 
evaluate its brilliance and overall appearance. A well selected cushion cut diamond 
should maintain consistent light performance in various environments. 

Conclusion 

Cushion cut engagement rings offer a distinctive combination of soft shape, 
balanced brilliance, and historical influence. Their rounded edges and versatile 
proportions make them suitable for a wide range of styles, from vintage inspired 
designs to modern minimalist settings. 

Understanding how cushion cut diamonds differ in shape, faceting, and 
performance can help clarify whether this style aligns with your preferences. Their 
ability to deliver both visual softness and noticeable sparkle makes them a 
consistent choice in engagement ring design. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is a cushion cut engagement ring? 

A cushion cut engagement ring features a diamond with a square or rectangular 
shape and rounded corners, creating a soft and pillow-like appearance. 

Is a cushion cut diamond more sparkly than a round diamond? 

No. Round brilliant diamonds typically produce more sparkle, but cushion cut 
diamonds offer a softer and more diffused brilliance. 

Are cushion cut engagement rings popular? 



Yes. Cushion cut diamonds remain popular due to their balance of vintage appeal 
and modern design versatility. 

What settings look best with cushion cut diamonds? 

Cushion cut diamonds work well in halo, solitaire, hidden halo, three stone, and 
bezel settings. 

What is the ideal ratio for a cushion cut diamond? 

A ratio close to 1.00 creates a square shape, while ratios between 1.10 and 1.30 
produce a rectangular appearance. 

Do cushion cut diamonds hide inclusions? 

Yes. The faceting pattern can help mask minor inclusions, making them less 
noticeable. 

Are cushion cut diamonds durable? 

Cushion cut diamonds are generally durable because their rounded corners reduce 
the risk of chipping. 

What is the difference between cushion cut and radiant cut? 

Cushion cuts have rounded edges and a softer appearance, while radiant cuts have 
straighter edges and a more structured look. 

Do cushion cut diamonds look smaller? 

Some cushion cut diamonds may appear smaller due to deeper proportions, 
depending on how they are cut. 

Is cushion cut a good choice for engagement rings? 

Cushion cut diamonds are a good choice for those who prefer a soft shape, 
balanced sparkle, and a design that works in both vintage and modern settings. 
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