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A marquise diamond engagement ring is one of the most distinctive choices among 
diamond shapes. Its elongated form and pointed ends create a bold appearance that 
stands apart from more common styles. This shape is often selected for its ability 
to maximize visual size while also creating a lengthening effect on the finger. 

However, choosing a marquise diamond requires more attention than many other 
shapes. Small differences in symmetry, proportions, and cut quality can 
significantly affect how the diamond looks. Features such as the bow tie effect and 
the protection of the pointed tips are also important considerations that directly 
impact both appearance and durability. 

Because of these factors, a structured approach is essential when selecting this type 
of ring. This guide focuses on practical decision-making, helping you evaluate the 



diamond, choose the right setting, and avoid common mistakes associated with 
marquise engagement rings. 

How to Choose a Marquise Diamond Engagement Ring 

Choosing a marquise diamond engagement ring involves evaluating both the 
diamond itself and how it is set. The following factors play a critical role in 
determining the final appearance, durability, and overall balance of the ring. 

Focus on Symmetry First 

Symmetry is one of the most important qualities in a marquise diamond. The two 
halves of the stone should mirror each other precisely. If one side appears wider or 
more curved than the other, the diamond can look uneven. 

A well-cut marquise diamond should have: 

●​ Smooth, consistent curves 
●​ Evenly aligned pointed ends 
●​ A centered and balanced outline 

Symmetry should be prioritized even over carat weight, as an uneven shape is 
immediately noticeable. 

Evaluate the Bow Tie Effect Carefully 

The bow tie effect appears as a darker shadow across the center of elongated 
diamonds. It is common in marquise shapes due to the way light reflects within the 
stone. 

A slight bow tie is normal, but a strong or overly dark one can reduce brightness 
and make the diamond look dull. Always view the diamond under different lighting 
conditions to assess how visible this effect is. 

Choose the Right Length-to-Width Ratio 

The length-to-width ratio determines how slender or wide the diamond appears. 



●​ Ratios around 1.75 to 2.25 are generally considered balanced 
●​ Lower ratios create a wider look 
●​ Higher ratios produce a narrow, elongated appearance 

The ideal ratio depends on personal preference, but the shape should look 
proportionate and not overly stretched or compressed. 

Protect the Pointed Tips 

The pointed ends of a marquise diamond are its most vulnerable areas. Without 
proper protection, they are more likely to chip. 

A secure setting is essential. V-prongs are commonly used because they cover and 
reinforce the tips. When choosing a ring, ensure that both ends of the diamond are 
properly protected. 

Check Light Performance in Real Conditions 

Marquise diamonds can look different depending on lighting. It is important to 
observe how the stone performs in natural and indoor light. 

A well-cut diamond should: 

●​ Reflect light evenly 
●​ Avoid large dark zones 
●​ Maintain brightness across the surface 

Viewing the diamond in multiple lighting conditions helps confirm its overall 
quality. 

Consider Clarity and Color Carefully 

The elongated shape of a marquise diamond can make certain imperfections more 
noticeable, especially near the center or tips. 

Choosing a suitable clarity grade helps ensure that inclusions are not easily visible. 
Color can also appear slightly stronger at the pointed ends, so selecting an 
appropriate color grade helps maintain a consistent look. 



Select a Setting That Supports the Shape 

The setting should complement the structure of the marquise diamond. 

●​ Prong settings with V-tips provide protection and allow light exposure 
●​ Halo settings enhance size and add extra sparkle 
●​ Bezel settings offer maximum protection with a modern look 
●​ East-west settings create a contemporary orientation 

Pros and Cons of Marquise Diamond Engagement Rings 

Understanding the advantages and limitations of marquise diamonds helps set 
realistic expectations before making a decision. 

 

 

Advantages 

●​ Larger Visual Appearance: Marquise diamonds often appear bigger than 
other shapes of the same carat weight due to their elongated surface area. 



●​ Finger Elongation Effect: The long shape creates the illusion of longer and 
slimmer fingers, which is one of the main reasons this cut is chosen. 

●​ Distinct and Uncommon Design: Marquise diamonds are less common 
than round or oval shapes, making them a distinctive option. 

●​ Efficient Use of Carat Weight: Their shape spreads the weight across a 
larger surface, providing more visible size. 

Disadvantages 

●​ Bow Tie Effect Risk: Some marquise diamonds show a noticeable shadow 
across the center, which can reduce brightness. 

●​ Tip Vulnerability: The pointed ends require proper protection to avoid 
chipping. 

●​ Symmetry Sensitivity: Even small imperfections in shape can be easily 
noticeable. 

●​ Limited Setting Compatibility: Not all settings suit the marquise shape 
equally well, requiring more careful selection. 

Conclusion 

A marquise diamond engagement ring offers a combination of visual size, 
distinctive shape, and elegant proportions. Its elongated structure makes it stand 
out, but it also requires careful evaluation to ensure the diamond is well-balanced, 
properly cut, and securely set. 

By focusing on symmetry, light performance, tip protection, and proportions, you 
can select a marquise diamond that performs well both visually and structurally. 

If you want to compare this diamond shape with other engagement ring styles and 
make a more informed decision, download the complete Engagement Ring 
Styles Guide. This guide helps you revisit key differences, settings, and design 
options whenever needed. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is a marquise diamond engagement ring? 

https://stylesbasics.com/types-of-engagement-rings/


A marquise diamond engagement ring features a diamond with an elongated shape 
and pointed ends, designed to maximize surface area and create a distinctive look. 

Why do marquise diamonds look bigger? 

Marquise diamonds have a larger surface spread compared to many other shapes, 
which makes them appear bigger than their actual carat weight. 

What is the bow tie effect in marquise diamonds? 

The bow tie effect is a dark shadow across the center of the diamond caused by 
light reflection. Its visibility depends on the quality of the cut. 

Are marquise diamonds durable? 

They are durable when properly set, but the pointed ends require protection, 
usually through V-prongs, to prevent damage. 

What is the best ratio for a marquise diamond? 

A length-to-width ratio between 1.75 and 2.25 is generally considered balanced, 
depending on personal preference. 

Do marquise diamonds show inclusions? 

They can show inclusions in certain areas, especially if the clarity is low. Choosing 
a suitable clarity grade helps maintain a clean appearance. 

What settings are best for marquise engagement rings? 

Prong settings with V-tips, halo settings, bezel settings, and east-west designs are 
commonly used for marquise diamonds. 

Are marquise engagement rings popular? 

They are less common than round or oval diamonds but are chosen for their unique 
shape and larger appearance. 

Can marquise diamonds be worn daily? 



Yes, they can be worn daily if the setting properly protects the pointed tips and the 
ring is well maintained. 

Is a marquise diamond a good choice for engagement rings? 

It is a good choice for those who want a distinctive shape, larger visual size, and an 
elongated appearance on the finger. 
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