
Kate Middleton’s Engagement Ring: Why It’s One of the World’s Most 
Famous Royal Rings 

 

 

Kate Middleton’s engagement ring is one of the most recognized pieces of royal 
jewelry in modern history. Originally belonging to Princess Diana, the ring became 
part of a new royal love story when Prince William proposed to Kate Middleton 
during a private trip to Kenya in 2010. Since then, it has remained a symbol of 
love, continuity, and royal tradition while inspiring countless engagement ring 
designs worldwide. 

Beyond its royal connection, the ring has had a remarkable influence on the 
jewelry industry. Its deep blue sapphire, sparkling diamond halo, and timeless 
proportions sparked renewed interest in colored gemstone engagement rings and 
vintage-inspired designs. More than a decade later, it continues to be one of the 
most searched engagement rings in the world. 

https://stylesbasics.com/types-of-engagement-rings/


In this guide, you will learn the fascinating story behind Kate Middleton's 
engagement ring, explore its design and symbolism, discover its estimated value, 
and understand why it remains an enduring source of inspiration for engagement 
ring buyers today. 

Kate Middleton’s Engagement Ring at a Glance 

Feature Details 

Current Owner Catherine, Princess of 
Wales 

Originally Owned 
By 

Princess Diana 

Proposal Year 2010 

Given By Prince William 

Jeweler Garrard 

Center Stone Natural Ceylon Blue 
Sapphire 

Sapphire Weight Approximately 12 Carats 

Accent Stones 14 Round Brilliant 
Diamonds 

Metal 18K White Gold 

Ring Style Oval Sapphire Halo 

Estimated Value 
Today 

$400,000 to $500,000+ 

 

The Story Behind Kate Middleton’s Engagement Ring 



When Prince William proposed to Kate Middleton in October 2010 during a trip to 
Kenya, he chose an engagement ring unlike any other. Instead of purchasing a 
newly designed ring, he presented Kate with the sapphire engagement ring that had 
belonged to his late mother, Princess Diana. 

The proposal remained private until the couple officially announced their 
engagement the following month. During their first interview as an engaged 
couple, Prince William explained that giving Kate his mother's ring was his way of 
ensuring Diana remained part of an important milestone in his life. 

That heartfelt decision immediately transformed the ring from a historic royal 
jewel into a treasured family heirloom. 

Unlike many famous engagement rings that gain popularity because of their size or 
value, Kate Middleton's ring carries emotional significance that cannot be 
measured in carats or dollars. It represents love, remembrance, and the 
continuation of family tradition. 

Since Kate began wearing the ring publicly, it has become one of the most 
photographed engagement rings in the world. Every public appearance renewed 
interest in sapphire engagement rings, while jewelry designers introduced 
collections inspired by its timeless design. 

Today, the ring connects two generations of royal history and remains one of the 
most influential engagement rings ever worn. 

Why Kate Middleton’s Engagement Ring Continues to Captivate 
the World 

Many celebrity engagement rings dominate headlines for a few weeks before 
fading from public attention. Kate Middleton's engagement ring has done the 
opposite. More than a decade after the royal engagement announcement, it 
continues to inspire engagement ring buyers, jewelry designers, and gemstone 
collectors around the world. 

A Perfect Blend of History and Modern Royalty 



Unlike newly commissioned royal jewels, Kate's engagement ring already had an 
extraordinary history before she received it. 

Because it previously belonged to Princess Diana, every appearance of the ring 
reminds people of one of the most beloved members of the British royal family 
while simultaneously representing the future of the monarchy through Catherine, 
Princess of Wales. 

Very few pieces of jewelry successfully bridge two generations in such a 
meaningful way. 

A Design That Never Feels Outdated 

Fashion trends constantly evolve, yet Kate Middleton's engagement ring remains 
remarkably timeless. 

Its elegant oval sapphire, balanced diamond halo, and refined white gold setting 
avoid trends that quickly become dated. 

Whether viewed alongside vintage jewelry or modern engagement rings, the design 
continues to feel sophisticated and relevant. 

It Revived Sapphire Engagement Rings 

Following the royal engagement announcement in 2010, jewelers around the world 
experienced renewed demand for sapphire engagement rings. 

Although Princess Diana had originally introduced the style decades earlier, Kate 
Middleton’s engagement brought the design to an entirely new generation. 

Today, sapphire remains one of the most popular colored gemstones for 
engagement rings, largely because of the continued visibility of this royal design. 

Design Breakdown: Why the Ring Still Looks Elegant Today 

One reason Kate Middleton's engagement ring has remained so admired is its 
exceptional balance. Every design element complements the others, creating a ring 
that feels luxurious without appearing excessive. 



The Oval Sapphire 

At the heart of the ring is a spectacular 12-carat oval Ceylon blue sapphire. 

The oval shape creates an elegant silhouette while making the gemstone appear 
larger than many other cuts of similar weight. Its vivid royal blue color 
immediately draws attention without overwhelming the overall design. 

Rather than relying solely on size, the sapphire impresses through its rich color and 
exceptional quality. 

The Diamond Halo 

Encircling the sapphire are 14 round brilliant-cut diamonds arranged in a classic 
halo. 

The diamonds add brilliance while emphasizing the deep blue center stone through 
contrast. 

Rather than competing with the sapphire, the halo acts like a frame, helping the 
gemstone remain the unmistakable focal point of the ring. 

The White Gold Setting 

The gemstones are mounted in 18-karat white gold, a metal that enhances both the 
sapphire and the surrounding diamonds. 

White gold creates a cool, neutral backdrop that allows the gemstones to stand out 
while giving the ring a refined and timeless appearance. 

Even today, many jewelers continue choosing white gold or platinum when 
creating sapphire halo engagement rings inspired by this iconic design. 

More Than a Royal Ring: What It Symbolizes 

Kate Middleton’s engagement ring is admired not only for its beauty but also for 
what it represents. 



For Prince William, the ring honored his mother's memory and allowed her to 
remain part of one of the most important moments in his life. 

For Kate Middleton, wearing the ring symbolizes her place within the British royal 
family while continuing the legacy of one of the monarchy's most beloved figures. 

For many people around the world, the ring has become a symbol of enduring love, 
family connection, and timeless elegance. 

Its emotional significance is one of the reasons it continues to resonate with people 
long after the engagement announcement. 

How Kate Middleton’s Ring Influenced Modern Engagement Ring 
Trends 

The impact of Kate Middleton's engagement ring extends far beyond the royal 
family. 

Following the engagement announcement, jewelry retailers reported increased 
demand for sapphire engagement rings and halo settings. Couples who had 
previously focused only on diamonds began considering colored gemstones for 
their engagement rings. 

The ring also helped popularize several design trends that remain strong today. 

Oval gemstones became increasingly desirable because they offer elegant 
proportions and excellent visual presence. 

Vintage-inspired halo settings returned to mainstream jewelry collections. 

Colored gemstone engagement rings gained broader acceptance among buyers 
seeking something distinctive yet timeless. 

Perhaps most importantly, Kate's ring demonstrated that meaningful design often 
matters more than following current fashion trends. 

Can You Buy a Ring Similar to Kate Middleton's? 



Yes. Many jewelers offer engagement rings inspired by Kate Middleton's famous 
sapphire ring. 

When choosing a similar design, focus on the overall balance rather than simply 
selecting the largest gemstone available. 

Look for a vibrant oval sapphire with excellent color, a proportionate halo of round 
brilliant diamonds, and a high-quality white gold or platinum setting. 

If a natural Ceylon sapphire exceeds your budget, laboratory-created sapphires 
provide a similar appearance at a much lower cost while allowing you to preserve 
the classic design. 

Remember that what makes Kate Middleton's ring truly special is not only the 
gemstones but also its timeless proportions and remarkable story. 

Conclusion 

Kate Middleton's engagement ring is far more than an extraordinary piece of 
jewelry. It represents the continuation of a royal legacy, preserves the memory of 
Princess Diana, and remains one of the most influential engagement rings ever 
worn. 

Its timeless combination of a brilliant blue sapphire, sparkling diamond halo, and 
elegant white gold setting continues to inspire engagement ring buyers around the 
world. Whether you're drawn to its royal history, meaningful symbolism, or classic 
design, Kate Middleton's engagement ring proves that truly exceptional jewelry 
never goes out of style. 

Want to discover more famous royal and celebrity engagement rings? 
Download our complete Celebrity Engagement Rings Guide to compare iconic 
designs, explore their fascinating stories, and find inspiration for your own 
perfect engagement ring. 

Frequently Asked Questions 



Did Kate Middleton receive Princess Diana’s engagement ring? 

Yes. Prince William proposed to Kate Middleton in 2010 using the engagement 
ring that originally belonged to Princess Diana. 

How much is Kate Middleton’s engagement ring worth? 

Jewelry experts generally estimate the ring's current value to be between $400,000 
and $500,000, although its royal history makes it significantly more valuable than 
its gemstones alone. 

What gemstone is in Kate Middleton's engagement ring? 

The ring features an approximately 12-carat oval Ceylon blue sapphire 
surrounded by 14 round brilliant-cut diamonds. 

Why did Prince William choose his mother's ring? 

Prince William said he wanted Princess Diana to be part of his engagement and 
future family life, making the ring a deeply personal tribute to his mother. 

Can you buy a ring like Kate Middleton's? 

Yes. Many jewelry brands offer sapphire halo engagement rings inspired by Kate 
Middleton's design in a variety of sizes, metals, and price ranges. 
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